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B character of the schoolmaster as it deserves, and it has "consequently
| wifered in the two-fold ratio of inferiority. in the capacity.of the in-
dructors and a deplorable deficiency in the amount of instruction im<
Cocted. - It.is in vain that the State directs its energies to the estab-
jishment iof public schools, and expends its means, in their establish-
pent and maintenance, while such-a condition of things as this is-
i rmitted to exist. - We may bring the means of education so far as -
§ hool-houses and books may be concerned, within the reach of every
dtizen, but unless we are equally anxious to .obtain the services of
gemlem'en well q‘na}jﬁed to communicat_e,instruction,Land who may
sssociate- with our-families upon equal terms, so. that their moral, as
well as their official influence, shall be seen and felt by- our children,
our efforts must fail or at least fall very far shott of their ultimats
object.-ﬁ L - o . : . o
., But your committee also regard the usefulness of such a chair as
the proposed in another point of view. It cannot, your committes
B thiok, be:otherwise than desirable, and the time cannot be far-dis-
B tnt, when the present -desultory and unorganised system of publie
instruction will be abandoned, and one more homogeneous and con-
«stent will be adopted in its stead. Although the considerativn- of-
this subject does not strictly fall within the province of your commit-
tee, yet they think that the position which they have stated is so self-
evident as to need no argument to prove it. Would it not then be of
great importance that the persons who might be called upon to take
itharge:of these schools should be so educated as that they would be
thoroughly impressed with the necessity of pursuing a common sys-
tem; identical in its fundamental principles, however 1 might differ
in'some of its less important details? _ '
ss:Another advantage resulting from the endowment of such a chair
would-be a greater subdivision of labor, and a relief from the very
tevere:burden which now rests upan the present professors.” Your
eommittee understand that in consequence of the very small number
of profeseors, thev are obliged to hear a much larger number of re-
titations during the day thau is usual at any other of the colleges of
asimilar grade in the United States. The gentlemen new filling
ihe chairs in the institution do not complain; but it must be evident
that tbey cannot, from the very nature of things, devote as inuch a
tention to the advancement of the students in the various departments
of ‘science, under existing arrangements, as they might under a great-
er subdivision of the labors of the establishment. ;
- Your committee would therefore earnestly press upon the consi-
deration of the Legislature the importance and propriety of relieving
this deficiency in the professional arrangemen:s of the college—be-
. lieving, as they. do, ihat a poriion of the surplus fund received from
the United States eould in no way be invested with more profit to the .
tommunity than by the endowment of such a chain as this. Indeed,
Jour committee venture to reiterate it; as their opinion, that thesys-
tem Pf‘fcommon_ cchool education cannot, and never will, be perfectly
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